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By Jennifar Wadsworth / Tracy Press / Wednesdsy, 13 February 2008

The TRAQG Educational Foundation will take applications from teachers to plant seeds.

Califernia poppies once grew so abundantly in
the Central Valley that entire meadows would
be blanketed in crange. Today, the vibrant
blooms are far and few between, especially In
Tracy.

So = handful of local siudents are gearing wp this
spring ta bring them back by scatiering poppy
seeds in yards, parks and vacant lots arourd
tewn.

The TRAQC Educational Foundation, a separate
orpanization from the Tracy Regional Alllance for
a Quality Community, paid for a stock of flower
seeds to give {o classes in Jefferson and Tracy
Unified school districts fo plant in time for spring.

Learning atout plants native to the state and the
region will foster in school kids an appreciation
for lecal ecology, board member Celeste
Garamendi said today.

"The more kids that understand and appreciate
our natural environment, the mare people we'll
have invalved In taking action to preserve and

enhance it,” she said.

" Photo by Enrique Gulismez/Tracy Press

The Graat Valley Center, a Modasto-based environmental organization, awarded a grant to pay for the
poppy seeds, which marks the first time the Education Feundation has prometed life sciences. In the
past, the foundation printed coloring books to teach elementary students about Tracy history.

“Wa just though it was time to teach mere about the environment, about ecology,” Garamendi said.

The foundation put the word out early this month for feachers to apply by Feb. 20 for a poppy seed
packet, which Inciudes student worksheets, some reading materials and the actual seeds.

Robert Garrett, a fifth-grade teacher at
Norih Elementary School, was one of the
first to sign up his class. By the end of the
season, the board expects 40 classes to
sign up.

Encouraging kids to start sowing poppy
seeds was on part of the Educational
Foundation board's push to get local
students more interested in science, and
especially interested in their local
environment.

Board members are also finishing tup a
nature aclivity book thal teaches students
about plants, animals and the environment
in their own backyard, t's a book about the
riatura) world in “fracy, Garamendi said. The
board plans to print 2,000 copies for third-
and fourth-graders by fall,

Picto by Enrique Gutisirez/Trecy Fress Money from the same granl will also pay to
1ake students on fisld trips 1o local nature and wildlife preserves, like the Cosumnes River Preserve or
other regional parks between Lodi and Sacramento.

If sthools prove respansive enough to the poppy planting, the foundation board will pay for it annually
and begin accepting applications for teachers o apply every January.

At a glance
WHAT: California Poppy Project
WHEN: Now threugh Feb, 20
INFQ: To request packets of poppy seeds, e-mail teacher name, school, grade, number of
stutients and phone number to tef@starband.net

« We wanf to hear what you have o say. To reach Tracy Press reporier Jennifer Wadsworth, call 830-
4225 or e-mail jvatlsworth@tracypress.com.

The Tracy Press encourages @ free and open exchange of ideas and Information. We reserve the
right but do not assume any obligation to delete comments that do not meet our publishing
standards. Report abuse to tpweb@tracypress.com .
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